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System-wide load control upgrade

Substantial benefits seen for cooperative and members alike
As your electric cooperative, Nobles
Cooperative Electric (NCE) is dedicated
to finding ways to save you energy. One
way to save is by signing up for a load
management program. Participating
gives you the power to help the cooperative save for the entire membership.
Load management refers to the control of various member loads during
(539-37-005) peak usage on the electric
system. During times of peak usage,
load managment helps shift the load
when members are not using as much
electricity by controlling water heaters,
air conditioners and heating systems.
Members don’t even notice when the
load control has been activated, but the
net result is big savings to the cooperative. Managing these loads allows the
cooperative to reduce the total amount
of electricity used by its members and
helps reduce the potential cost of wholesale power purchases. Members receive
credits or lower electric rates for participating.
Over the next couple of years, NCE
will be changing out all of our existing
load management controls. The current

units will no longer be supported in 2026.
Changing our existing load controls to a
Sensus two-way communication device
offers some major benefits. The older
system depends on line of sight and radio frequency. The new technology has
a robust communication network that
allows NCE to schedule and manage
load management programs easily. They
also improve customer service with the
transparency of two-way data and information direct from the member.
NCE anticipates major improvement
in the reliablity, effectiveness and communication of the new load control.
The more informed the cooperative
is about energy consumption and curtailment, the more we can continue to deliver consistent and affordable energy—
one of the most affordable in the state.
Load control empowers you to help
the cooperative on its energy costs. If
you are not currently participating in
any of our load management programs,
be sure to give us a call. We would be
glad to discuss our programs and the incentives we offer our members who help
us control the cost of power.
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Manager’s Message

Residential rebates
still available

Energy saving tip

A dirty filter causes your air conditioner to work harder than necessary. Remember to change your
air filter every month (or every two
months) to prevent dust buildup,
which can lead to even bigger
problems.
Source: www.energy.gov

Mark your calendar

June 20.............. Happy Father’s Day!
June 25.................... Electric bills due
July 4.................... Independence Day

Our office will be closed on July 5.
Linemen will be on call for outages.

Find your location number
and win a $10 credit

If you find your location number (as it appears on your monthly electric bill) in this
issue, you will receive a $10 credit.

June Auto Pay Winner:
William LeBrun
Take a minute to sign up for Auto
Pay and you may win a $25 credit on
your electric bill. A winner is chosen
each month. Members who are already
saving time and money with Auto Pay
will be automatically entered in our
monthly contest.

We want your feedback on
4 your
membership with NCE

Nobles Cooperative
Electric

General Manager
Adam Tromblay
Electric vehicle charging rebate

The ability to charge an electric vehicle (EV) at home is one of the major
benefits of making the switch from traditional cars fueled by gasoline.
Every EV comes with a Level 1
charging cord that plugs into a regular
household outlet. If you drive less than
30 miles per day on average, Level 1
charging will meet your needs. If you
exceed 30 miles per (12-20-35) day, or
prefer a faster charge, you will want to
invest in a Level 2 charging station.
To alleviate the up-front cost associated with this equipment, for a limited
time NCE offers members a rebate of
up to $800 on EV chargers, which can
be purchased easily through our online
store. The prices below reflect the prices
after rebate. After buying your EV and
deciding to invest in a Level 2 charger,
you need to pick which model of charger is right for you. To help with this decision, we have vetted and chosen three
Minnesota-made ZEF Energy chargers.
Follow these steps to purchase an
EV charger:
• Visit energywisemnstore.com
• Create an account if you are new to
the store. If not, simply sign in.
• Click on “Shop,” then “Electric Vehicle Chargers.”
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NCE is energizing our grassroots efforts and we are asking you to do the
same. Minnesota Rural Electric Association (MREA), the Minnesota statewide organization representing electric cooperatives in the state, recently
implemented a new grassroots advocacy platform called VoterVoice. This
new techology notifies electric cooperative members with alerts when our
elected officials should be notified regarding legislation and policy that affect
NCE. VoterVoice enables you to contact all your local legislators with just
one click, you won’t have to send individual messages unless you want to.
Sending messages is just as easy as signing up! Simply download the VoterVoice app and recieve push notifications.
Communicating with you on important issues affecting your cooperative
and communities is key to our success (36-1-54). We encourage you to take
an active role in NCE by helping us advocate for change on the local and
state level. Your participation helps protect our cooperative from harmful
legislation and regulation. Affordable and reliable electricity is a fundamental aspect for our future growth and stability.

VoterVoice mobile app download instructions
For Apple devices and Android devices, find the app at the Apple Store
or Google Play.
Then:
• Download VoterVoice
• Enter your email address and zip code
• Enter the verification code sent to your email
• At the ‘Find organization’ prompt, type the following:
Minnesota Rural Electric Association
• Sign up for alerts
• Peruse the three available options:
		 o ZEFNET 40 ($95): Charges
your EV five times faster than the cordset that came with it. This is a hardwired
car charger that works indoors and outdoors with all EVs.
		 o ZEFNET 50 ($165): Charges
your EV up to seven times faster than
the cordset that came with it. This charger is also hardwired and works indoors
and outdoors with all models of EVs.
		 o ZEFNET 60 ($329): The fastest EV charging station is high-quality
and packed with features. It’s built and

Safety			

Team

tested to automaker standards to ensure
a reliable charge every time. Its NEMA
4 outdoor-rated enclosure means it can
be installed anywhere.
• Add your choice of EV charger to
your cart. Please note the installation
cost, which can vary from $500 to $800,
is not included.
You will be required to provide additional information and NCE will contact
you to answer any questions you may
have, as well as ensure you meet the eligibility requirements for the rebate. The
charger will arrive at your home within
four to six weeks of purchase.

Accountable

Don’t miss
out on these
residential
rebates!

Visit us online (www.noblesce.coop) or call us to learn more about our programs, services and rebates at 800-776-0517.

Members benefit from upgrades to Minnesota’s energy efficiency standards
After nearly four years of work, the Energy Conservation & Optimization (ECO) Act, a bill led by electric cooperatives,
passed the legislature at the close of the regular session with strong bipartisan support and was signed by Governor Walz. Thank
you to Senator Bill Weber and Representative Rod Hamilton for supporting significant and beneficial reform to the state’s energy efficiency standards, a cornerstone of the state’s energy policy.
The ECO Act gives NCE more flexibility to recognize and respond to emerging technologies and consumer behaviors and
demands. Utility programs that encouraged the adoption of technologies like LED lighting and Energy Star® rated appliances
have provided more than $6 billion in net benefits to the state and supported local jobs in every corner of Minnesota. However,
as new technologies have emerged, Minnesota’s previous Conservation Improvement Program (CIP) became outdated and
needed reforms to continue providing tangible savings and environmental benefits for energy consumers.
We are excited about the improved benefits we will be able to pass along to our
members because of the proactive provisions in the ECO Act.

Responsive

Transparent
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Members, we want your feedback
We want to hear from you! Please consider
taking a few minutes to fill out our emailed
membership survey. It will be sent to you
around the end of this month. The cooperative
values you as a member of the cooperative and
we want your insight. This is your chance to
provide feedback to NCE. We want to know
how (23-36-24) satisfied you are with your service and help us determine the future direction
of the cooperative.
For participating in the survey, you will be
entered into a drawing to win one of three $50
electric bill credits.
Give us a call if you don’t have an email on
file with us or if you need to update yours!
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Phone: 507-372-7331,
507-836-6107 or 800-776-0517

Website
www.noblesce.coop
Email address
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We are open

Our office is now open daily from 7:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
NCE continues its efforts to provide a safe environment for our employees.
The public is required to wear masks in our facilities if they have not been fully
vaccinated.
The cooperative office has been closed to the public since the middle of
March last year, “We would like to thank our members for your understanding
during this extended closure,” said General Manager Adam (18-29-74) Tromblay. “We made the decision to close our office out of an abundance of caution
to help safeguard both our members and employees from the spread of COVID-19. Now that the vaccine is widely available and the total number of new
cases has been trending downward, we can safely reopen.”

Country Cupboard
Rhubarb (Surprise) Cake

Ruth Nystrom
Worthington
Robin Gehl
Dundee

Mix a white or yellow cake mix as directed, pour into greased 9 x 13” pan. Mix 3 to 4 1/2
cups diced rhubarb and 1 c. sugar together and spread evenly over cake mix. Then pour 1
pint of whipping cream (unwhipped) over all. Bake at 350 degrees for one hour.
Please note: this recipe was submitted by two members.

Send your recipe with chicken as an ingredient to Nobles Cooperative Electric, ATTN: Tracey, P.O. Box
788, Worthington, MN 56187-0788. Entries must include your name, address, telephone number and NCE
location number. All entries must be received by June 25. The winning recipe will be featured in the next
edition of Current Matters and the winner will receive a $10 credit on their electric bill.

Gopher State One-Call
800-252-1166 or 811
Electrical inspectors

Murray County
Randal Maha - 507-274-5261
Nobles County
Scott Preuss - 507-430-3652

General Manager
Adam Tromblay
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Ronald Schwartau, President - 734-3052*
Lee York, V. President - 879-3497*
Cindy Hokeness, Sec./Treas. - 478-4965*
Jerry Beckering, Director - 227-4074*
Timothy Bickett, Director - 605-670-5294
Gary Clarke, Director - 605-201-1903
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Next Board Meeting
July 12, 2021

This cooperative is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

