
 

Wishing Denny Engesser
a happy retirement

Manager’s Message Electricity remains a 
good value

Energy saving tip

Mark your calendar
July 25 ................... Electric bills due
August 6-8 .......................... Farmfest

Win a credit on your bill for 
finding your location number
Find your location number (as it appears on 
your monthly electric bill) in this issue and 
you will receive a $10 credit. Last month 
Bertha Gilbertson found her location 
number.
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Take control of high summer bills
 We expect summers to be hot, but 
most of us do all we can to keep our 
homes as comfortable as possible, even 
as outdoor temperatures edge thermom-
eters upward. 
 When it comes to electricity, each 
of us has the power to help control our 
costs––we just have to make thoughtful 
choices to make energy savings pay off in 
dollars and cents. 
 Look toward the west. If you don’t 
have trees, a porch overhang or awnings 
shading windows exposed to afternoon 
sun, there’s a good chance radiant heat 
could be driving up indoor temperatures 
and adding to your overall cooling costs.
 Window coverings can help. Blinds 
or shades can deflect intense sunlight, and 
draperies lined with a thermal radiant bar-
rier can block up to 95 percent of sunlight 
and 100 percent of ultraviolet rays. 
 Comfort and cooling are easier to 
maintain when we take advantage of air 
flow. A ceiling fan can pull warm air up 
above your living zone, making a differ-
ence during summer months. The evapo-
rative effect of circulating air blowing 
across our skin makes us more comfort-
able, but that benefit completely disap-
pears when we leave the room, so turning 
fans off in unoccupied rooms will save 
energy.

When it’s warm out, avoid using 
the oven. Try cooking on the stove, 
using the microwave or grilling 
outside instead.
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 HVAC (5-8-216T) filters have a lot 
to do with airflow through your heating 
and cooling systems. Dirty filters restrict 
circulation through your returns, requir-
ing your cooling system to work harder. 
If you can see dirt in a filter, it’s likely 50 
percent clogged. 
 You can save money and electricity 
by time-shifting some of the most ener-
gy-intensive activities away from peak 
energy use periods that normally occur 
during the hottest hours of the day. Cook-
ing, doing laundry and using power tools 
can increase both heat and humidity in-
side your home, making it harder to reach 
or maintain a comfortable temperature.
 Remember, controlling energy costs 
will always work better with buy-in from 
everyone in the household.  
• One open window anywhere can be 
like an uncapped chimney, pulling the 
conditioned air you pay to cool outside.  
• A gaming system, computer or big 
screen television left on but unwatched 
produces nearly as much heat as it does 
when it’s in use.  
• Lighting and ventilation fans add con-
venience and provide benefits when they 
are needed but when left on and unattend-
ed, they use energy.
 Follow these tips to help you take 
control of your summer electric bills.
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Visit us along with other 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives at Farmfest 2019 and enter 

for chance to win a battery-powered electric yard tool!

Bring this coupon to Booth #2301

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________

PHONE # ___________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

FARMFEST 2019  •  AUGUST 6 - AUGUST 8  •  REDWOOD FALLS, MN

You must be a member one of the participating electric cooperatives to be eligible to win.

FarmFest coupon - COOPS.qxp_FarmFest coupon - Template  6/12/18  9:11 AM  Page 4

A word from your 
General Manager 
Adam Tromblay
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Growing up co-op
 I love the feeling of being able to 
walk into my favorite locally-owned 
shop, restaurant or store knowing 
that the profit, product and labor can 
make positive impacts on my com-
munity. The spirit of main street is 
embodied in these local businesses, 
just like it is at Nobles Cooperative 
Electric (NCE). 
 Electric cooperatives are as lo-
cal and community centered as they 
come. Founded as a way to bring 
electricity to communities that 
didn’t interest investor-owned utili-
ties (or IOUs), electric (19-25-70) 
cooperatives have been a corner-
stone of community and economic 
development in rural America and 
beyond for decades. 
 That feeling I get when I frequent 
local businesses in our community is 
the same feeling I get when I walk 
into work at the co-op every day. It 
is a feeling of pride. I am proud to be 
a part of an organization that serves 
the community in which we live, in-
stead of a group of shareholders who 
may never have set foot in our ser-
vice territory. 
 Living on co-op lines is more 

July Auto Pay Winner: 
Wayne McCuen 
Take a minute to sign up for Auto 
Pay and you may win a $25 credit on 
your electric bill. A winner is chosen 
each month. Members who are already 
saving time and money with Auto Pay 
will be automatically entered in our 
monthly contest. 

than just knowing there are people 
out there working to bring you safe, 
reliable and affordable electric ser-
vice. Living on co-op lines is an in-
vestment in our community and its 
members. 
 You see, NCE is a not-for-profit 
business. When we make more mon-
ey than we need to keep the lights on 
safely, affordably and reliably, we 
return it back to our members (that’s 
you!) in the form of capital credits. 
This means after all co-op expenses 
are paid, any additional money we 
earn goes back into our community, 
instead of going into a shareholder’s 
pocket, which is pretty great! 
 Because we are owned by you, 
our members, we have a vested in-
terest in making sure our community 
is prosperous. We do this by invest-
ing in economic development and 

community service projects such as 
Operation Round Up, It’s All About 
YOUth and Youth Tour. 
 I hope that you view NCE not just 
as your electric utility provider, but 
as a local business that brings pride 
and prosperity to our community. If 
you are interested in learning more 
about how we keep the lights on and 
beyond, please stop by the co-op or 
give us a call. We love being a part 
of this community and hope you feel 
the same way too! 

As a local Touchstone Energy Cooperative, 
Nobles Cooperative Electric is motivated 

by listening to and providing services 
for our members. So when we noticed a 

growing interest in electric vehicles (EVs), 
we decided to explore the technology and 
our potential role in that market. What we 
discovered is the important role EVs will 

play in increasing energy security, improving 
fuel economy, lowering consumers’ overall 
fuel costs and reducing emissions. We also 
believe that electric utilities play an intrinsic 
role in members’ consideration of EVs as a 
personal transportation option. Join us on 

Wednesday, Aug. 7 where we will showcase 
our Tesla, along with other electric vehicles 
including the Nissan Leaf and Chevy Bolt.

At south gate 2
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 Many years of electric coopera-
tive experience walked out of NCE 
last month and into retirement. Den-
ny Engesser began his career at the 
cooperative in 1976 as an apprentice 
lineman. He became a journeyman 
lineman on June 1, 1980. 
 Denny (31-14-47) graduated from 
Jackson Area Vocational School 
graduating in the lineman program. 

Denny Engesser retires after more than 
four decades of service

He also worked for Intermountain 
Cooperative Electric in Conifer, Col-
orado, for six months and returned to 
NCE on May 18, 1981. 
 NCE would like to thank Denny 
for all of his hard work and dedica-
tion to the cooperative and its mem-
bers throughout the years. We wish 
Denny the best in his retirement! 

Four life hacks to beat 
the summer heat
 As summer temperatures con-
tinue to go up, there’s no need to 
let the heat get you down. There are 
several ways you can keep cool this 
summer––without wreaking havoc 
on your home’s air conditioner! Use 
these four simple life hacks to beat 
the summer heat. 
 1. Make aloe vera cubes. Wheth-
er you’re nursing a sunburn or just 
wanting to cool off, aloe vera cubes 
will offer some relief. Simply fill an 
ice tray with aloe vera gel, freeze it, 
then place the cubes on your body’s 
pulse points, like the neck and wrists, 
for a quick cooling sensation.  
 2. Try a cooling pillow. If you’re 
willing to spend a little, a cooling pil-
low can help you feel more comfort-
able on those muggy summer nights. 
Prices range from $27 (like Plixio Pil-
lows) to $180 (like the Technogel Pil-
low), (25-12-49) so you can determine 
how much you’re willing to spend.
 3. Just add mint. Menthol makes 
our bodies feel cool, so by adding 
spearmint essential oil to products 
like body wash and lotion, you can 
get an instant cooling effect. Essen-
tial oils can be purchased at most 
drugstores or online. 
 4. Spend a few bucks on a hand-
held fan mister. Sure, you may feel a 
little silly carrying around a tiny fan, 
but you’ll be more comfortable than 
everyone else––and they’ll probably 
ask to borrow it. You can typically 
find these at big box stores like Wal-
Mart or Target, or you can order one 
online. 

Purchase a water heater 
from your cooperative
• No-leak warranty for as long as you own  
 your home
•  Unmatched durability and built to last
•  Lightweight and designed for easy 
 installation 
•  6-year warranty on thermostat and elements
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22636 U.S. Hwy. 59, P.O. Box 788
Worthington, MN  56187-0788

Phone: 507-372-7331,
507-836-6107 or 800-776-0517

Website
www.noblesce.coop

E-mail address
 nce@noblesce.com

Office hours
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday

24-Hour outage service
800-776-0517

Gopher State One-Call
800-252-1166 or 811

Electrical inspectors
Murray County 

Randal Maha - 507-274-5261 
Nobles County

Scott Preuss - 507-430-3652

General Manager
Adam Tromblay

Board of Directors
Ronald Schwartau, President - 734-3052*

Lee York, V. President - 879-3497*
Cindy Hokeness, Sec./Treas. - 478-4965*

Bruce Barber, Director - 329-2991*
Jerry Beckering, Director - 227-4074*
Gary Clarke, Director - 605-201-1903

Gary Sieve, Director - 926-5455* 
*Telephone prefix 507

Next Board Meeting
August 13, 2019

This cooperative is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

Country Cupboard

 Send your favorite appetizer recipe to Nobles Cooperative Electric, ATTN: Tracey, P.O. Box 788, 
Worthington, MN  56187-0788. Entries must include your name, address, telephone number and NCE loca-
tion number. All entries must be received by July 25. The winning recipe will be featured in the next edition 
of Current Matters and the winner will receive a $10 credit on their electric bill. 

1 yellow or white cake mix, mixed as directed on box
1/2 c. brown sugar  1/2 c. nuts (optional)
1 tsp. cinnamon  
Put half of cake batter in a sprayed 9 x 13” pan. Sprinkle half of brown sugar mix-
ture over batter, add remaining cake batter over brown sugar mixture and then put 
remaining mixture on top. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 to 35 minutes. Add a dab of 
whipped (18-20-75) Cool Whip on each serving if you desire.

Grandpa’s Favorite Coffee Cake Alverda Meyer
Reading

Apricot/Raspberry Streusel Coffee Cake Jan VanOort
Fulda1 loaf frozen bread dough, thawed 1 1/2 T. butter

1 T. white sugar   1/4 c. apricot or raspberry jam
1 T. brown sugar   1/2 c. powdered sugar
2 T. flour   1/4 tsp. almond or vanilla extract
1/2 tsp. cinnamon   1 1/2 - 2 tsp. milk
Thaw one loaf of frozen bread dough in plastic bag in the refrigerator overnight. 
Brush 9 x 13” pan lightly with butter or oil. Press dough into bottom and 1/2” 
up sides of the pan. In a small bowl mix sugar, flour and cinnamon; cut in but-
ter. Sprinkle over dough. Drop jam by half teaspoonsfuls randomly over streusel. 
Cover; let rise in warm place 45-60 minutes. Bake at 375 degrees 15-18 minutes 
or until golden brown around the edges. Let cool 10 minutes. In small bowl, blend 
powdered sugar, almond or vanilla extract and milk. Drizzle over warm coffee 
cake. Cut into 12 pieces and serve. 


