
 

GRE reaches deal 
to sell Coal Creek Station

Manager’s Message Operation Round Up 
application deadline

Energy saving tip
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When shopping for new light bulbs, 
know the difference between lumens 
and watts. Lumens measure the 
amount of light produced by the bulb. 
Watts measure energy consumption. 
Energy-saving LEDs come in a va-
riety of colors and brightness levels 
and last 15-25 times longer than in-
candescent bulbs. 
Source: energy.gov
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Protecting against cyberattacks
 The security of critical infrastructure 
is garnering increased attention following 
several recent notable cyberattacks. The 
company that delivers nearly half the fuel 
used on America’s east coast needed to 
shut down the flow of oil May 7 after its 
systems were compromised by a cyberat-
tack. Hackers also gained access to Solar-
Winds, New York City’s Law Department 
and California’s water supply.
 “We’re seeing an increase in sophis-
ticated hacking operations,” said Marc 
Child, the information security program 
manager at Nobles Cooperative Electric’s 
(NCE) wholesale power provider Great 
River Energy (GRE). “In our partnership 
with the (10-4-25) Department of Home-
land Security, we’re hearing hackers lik-
ened to terrorists. It’s gaining national and 
international attention especially among 
what we consider as essential infrastruc-
ture: electricity, banking, public works.”
 With an increase in threats from de-
structive attackers, cybersecurity has be-
come a top priority for many industries, 
including the electric industry. 
 We have partnerships with other utili-
ties, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and national groups. Together, we’re 
working around the clock to ensure your 
data is safe and the grid is secure from a 

Find your location number 
and win a $10 credit
If you find your location number (as it ap-
pears on your monthly electric bill) in this 
issue, you will receive a $10 credit. 

Mark your calendar
August 25 ............... Electric bills due
September 6 ...................... Labor Day

August Auto Pay Winner: 
Mike Scheffler
Take a minute to sign up for Auto 
Pay and you may win a $25 credit on 
your electric bill. A winner is chosen 
each month. Members who are already 
saving time and money with Auto Pay 
will be automatically entered in our 
monthly contest. 

cyberattack.
 Critical infrastructure companies, in-
cluding our cooperative, are among the 
few that have mandatory minimum stan-
dards for cybersecurity. Their cybersecu-
rity practices and procedures are regularly 
reviewed and updated to ensure they’re ef-
fective against a cyberattack.
 “At GRE, we’re required by the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation 
to ensure our cyber assets are secured,” 
Child said. “This means that we’re re-
quired to take necessary steps to ensure the 
grid and our member data is safe and se-
cure. Cybersecurity is critical to what GRE 
does as it maintains and operates the grid.” 
 GRE has emerged as a cybersecu-
rity industry leader, giving cooperatives 
a voice at the Department of Energy and 
sharing lessons learned with its member-
owner cooperatives.
 GRE facilitates collaboration on topics 
related to cybersecurity among its mem-
bers through an information-sharing team 
as well. Together, cooperative representa-
tives discuss their successes and opportu-
nities in security practices. This allows all 
cooperatives to learn from each other and 
to enhance security practices. By working 
together and as part of a national effort, co-
operatives keep the grid secure.
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General Manager 
Adam Tromblay

 Most of us use electricity, either 
directly or indirectly, at almost all 
times. Because electricity is so abun-
dant and available with the simple flip 
of a switch, it’s easy to take 
it for granted. 
 According to the Energy 
Information Agency (EIA), 
the typical U.S. household 
(15-27-31) now uses more 
air conditioning, appliances 
and consumer electronics 
than ever before. The aver-
age home also contains 10 
or more internet-connected 
devices. Considering ev-
erything that is powered 
by electricity, it’s no won-
der we might occasionally 
wince at our monthly bill. 
But keep in mind, it’s no 
longer just the “light bill.”
 Electricity powers our 
quality of life. From the in-
frastructure of your home 
(appliances, water heater and HVAC 
system) to charging your smart-
phones, computers, TV and Wi-Fi 
router, your energy bill covers so 

much more than lighting. 
 Today, there is more demand for 
electricity than ever before. At home, 
in schools and businesses, and in com-

mercial sectors such as transportation, 
the need for electricity is increasing. 
 Typically when demand goes up, 
(28-57-15) so too does the price, as is 
the case with most goods or services, 

like cable or even your favorite spe-
cialty coffee. However, that’s not true 
with electricity. NCE’s last Legacy 
rate increase was in 2012. Let’s take 

a look at how the value of elec-
tricity compares to other com-
mon expenses. 
 Over the last five years, the 
cost of rent increased 3.4%; 
medical care increased 2.8%; 
and education increased 2.2%. 
But the cost of electricity only 
increased 1%. Considering all 
the ways we depend on elec-
tricity, it still remains a great 
value.
 So, the next time you’re en-
joying your favorite podcast, 
TV series or movie, consider 
the value of electricity and how 
it enhances your quality of life. 
 We care about you, the mem-
bers we serve, and understand 
that electricity is more than a 
commodity––it’s a necessity. 

That’s why NCE will continue work-
ing hard to power your life, reliably 
and affordably. 

Electricity powers our lifeElectricity powers our life

Above: NCE’s 2.1 MW wind turbine on Highway 60 near Brewster received a much needed upgrade and maintenance. This 
turbine saves our cooperative members over $150,000 per year. It has been in operation since 2008. 
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We enjoyed our visit with the Worthington Garden Club on July 12. Eleven ladies 
learned more about our Living Green Hydroponic Gardening System. If you would 
like a tour, be sure to give us a call and schedule a time to learn more about Living 
Green. We have learned so much and would love to share our experiences!

Power supply transformation continues
 GRE, NCE’s wholesale power 
provider, has reached an agreement 
to sell the Coal Creek Station power 
plant to Rainbow Energy Center, 
LLC.
 The sale of Coal Creek Station 
will avert the plant’s closure, which 
was scheduled for the second half of 
2022. Rainbow Energy Center will 
purchase Coal Creek Station and 
hire current employees to operate the 
1,151-megawatt (MW) power plant. 
Rainbow Energy Center also plans to 
develop carbon capture and storage 
capabilities at Coal Creek Station. 
 “We are excited for what the future 
holds for our North Dakota employ-
ees and the communities surround-
ing Coal Creek Station,” said GRE 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
David Saggau. Selling the plant also 
offers additional benefits for GRE’s 
member-owners compared with shut-
ting it down. 

 Nexus Line, LLC has agreed to 
purchase from GRE the high voltage 
direct current (HVDC) transmission 
system that connects central North 
Dakota to the Twin Cities area of Min-
nesota. GRE will continue to operate 
and maintain the HVDC system under 
a 10-year contract with Nexus Line. 
 “GRE’s power supply changes de-
liver what our members want today 
and set us up for success for a very 
long time,” said NCE’s General Man-
ager Adam Tromblay . 
 “The successful implementation of 
carbon capture and storage is central to 
our plans at Coal Creek Station,” said 
Rainbow Energy Marketing Corp. 
President Stacy L. Tschider. “As a pri-
vately held company, we are uniquely 
positioned (38-22-7) to continue the 
successful legacy that GRE and its 
employees have established in North 
Dakota.” 

Cont. on page 4

By following us on Facebook you 
will see our posts on your news-
feed. Now every time we post an 
outage update, article, story or re-
source on our page, Facebook will 
notify you of our new update. 

2,814 likes! 
Thanks for liking our page!

www.facebook.com/
noblescooperativeelectric
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22636 U.S. Hwy. 59
 P.O. Box 788

Worthington, MN  56187-0788
Phone: 507-372-7331,

507-836-6107 or 800-776-0517

Website
www.noblesce.coop

Email address
 nce@noblesce.com

Summer office hours
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday
May 1 - Sept. 30       

24-Hour outage service
800-776-0517

Gopher State One-Call
800-252-1166 or 811

Electrical inspectors
Murray County 

Randal Maha - 507-274-5261 
Nobles County

David Koutek - 507-669-1500

General Manager
Adam Tromblay

Board of Directors
Ronald Schwartau, President - 734-3052*

Lee York, V. President - 879-3497*
Cindy Hokeness, Sec./Treas. - 478-4965*

Jerry Beckering, Director - 227-4074*
Timothy Bickett, Director - 605-670-5294

Gary Clarke, Director - 605-201-1903
David Dorpinghaus, Director - 605-695-7816

*Telephone prefix 507

Next Board Meeting
September 16, 2021

This cooperative is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

Country Cupboard

Send your favorite dessert recipe to Nobles Cooperative Electric, ATTN: Tracey, P.O. Box 788, Worthington, 
MN  56187-0788. Entries must include your name, address, telephone number and NCE location number. 
All entries must be received by August 25. The winning recipe will be featured in the next edition of Current 
Matters and the winner will receive a $10 credit on their electric bill. 

Bow Tie Pasta Salad
1 lb. bow tie pasta   1 med. yellow onion, diced
3 c. diced cooked chicken 2 c. diced celery
1 c. dried cherries   
Dressing
1/4 c. powdered sugar   1/2 tsp. black pepper
2 T. white vinegar   2 T. poppy seeds
2 c. mayonnaise   2 tsp. salt
Cook pasta as directed on the package. Mix in the chicken, cherries, onion and 
celery. Stir in prepared dressing and refrigerate.

Julie Sandhurst
Avoca

 Rainbow Energy Center is also de-
veloping plans to add new wind genera-
tion to the HVDC transmission system 
that would increase renewable energy 
deliveries to Minnesota.
 Following the sale of Coal Creek Sta-
tion, GRE will have a power purchase 
agreement with Rainbow Energy Cen-
ter. GRE will purchase 1,050 megawatts 
of power from Rainbow Energy Center 
for approximately two years, followed 
by 300 megawatts annually for approxi-
mately eight years.
 The power purchase agreement pro-
vides a cost-effective and appropriately 
sized resource for GRE’s member-own-
ers that will serve as a reliable stepping 

stone as GRE transitions its power sup-
ply. GRE estimates the transaction will 
save member-owners $130 million com-
pared to shutting down the plant
 “We are building a power supply port-
folio that will serve our member-owner 
(516-39-68) cooperatives with clean, af-
fordable and reliable energy for decades,” 
said Saggau. The cooperative will add 
900 MW of wind energy by 2023 and re-
mains on track to meet Minnesota’s 80% 
carbon dioxide reduction goal ahead of 
schedule.
 The sale of Coal Creek Station and 
the HVDC system is expected to close 
later this year after required approvals are 
obtained.

Cont. from page 3

Rainbow Energy Center to purchase 
Coal Creek Station

Apply now for Operation Round Up Apply now for Operation Round Up 
funds. Interested organizations may funds. Interested organizations may 
call the cooperative at 507-372-7331, call the cooperative at 507-372-7331, 
e-mail nce@noblesce.com or visit e-mail nce@noblesce.com or visit 
our website at www.noblesce.coop our website at www.noblesce.coop 
for an application.for an application.

Rounding up applicationsRounding up applications  
Operation Round Up September 1 deadline is quickly approachingOperation Round Up September 1 deadline is quickly approaching


